
JUN l9 2026

RECEVEO

Town of Shawangunk
Zoning Board ofAppeala

fay 206,2026

finut . or . Public Hcrring held by th. Town of Shewangunk Zonlng Boerd of Appoelr
on ay 20h , m26, at 7:0O P rt th. Town Hall, {4 Cont al Avcnue, Uv.llklll' New Yorlq

County of Ul.t r for the following:

Pn 3.nt .. Ir.nnl! Arluck, Chalrm.n, c. Susan Wland, Ir. Robert Wallmr , It. J.nic.
SEyk r, Zoning Board Secretery end membon ot tltc publlc.

Ab$nt: r. Christoph.r Budney, fs. Sendy Damon

The moedng wer c.ll.d to order at 7:fi1 Pt. Chalnnen Aduck led the Zonlng Borrd in tfto
pladgo to tho flag.

Aoproyal of Inutar: A motion w!3 mad. by Chalrm.n Arluck and lrcondod by
r. Robort Wllln.r to put a hold on tho mlnuL. un0l Jun. 1f ,2026.

Vota: Chllrm.n Aduck: Ayo, r. Su..n UYlend: Aye, r. Rob.rt Wrlln r: Ay.

PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED:

Liquld fercendh, SBL* t06.12-l-22, Addrc.!: 21142 Route 300, Wellklll, NY 12589.nd
IYallkill Cantrel School Dl.tilct, HWG & AQO, A,la V.rianc.: Front yard

The applicant did not appear and there were no crncemed neighboE preg€nt

A motion w.t nrado by Chelrmen Arluck rnd rcondsd by Ir. Roben lrlrlln r to .pprovc
a Publlc Horrlng Contnurton to Jun. trt', 2026, .t Z:oopn or toon thcturftar ar dre
Zonlng Boed lr weldng tor e declrlon fiom tlr Plennlng Boed. Vota: Ir. Aduck: Aye,
mr, Wallnc.: Ayc, Xr. Sutan Wend: Ayc

PUBLIC HEARING:

Brien E Trlrhe Amthor, SBLi 106.1-331, Addnor: lga:t Albrny Poet Rord, tifillklll, t{Y
125E9 and W.llklll Conbal School Dhirlct end Wbltklll Schoot Dt.trict, R.Ag rL Vrrlencc:
Swfinmlng Pool Front Yrrd

Mr. Brian Amlhor, 1943 Albany Post Road, was prgser to repr63ent himself. He cxplained to
th€ audienco, while using the proposed map, that his house is ossontially bacloards. The back
of the hou8e faces what most would fe6l should be described as th€ ftont of the hous€. Mr
Amthor stated wo conslructed our home this way because of the mountain scan€ry. Mr. Amthor
showsd where th6 s€ptic, w€ll, and the placement of the proposed pool location on the map as
vyell as the cons€rvation eas€ment.
Mr. Amthor filed the required disdosure per GML Artide tB as he is a Torn Councilman.



To*rn ol Shewangunk
Zoning Board of APPe.ls

tay 206' 2026

Mr. Michael Thalacker, 55 Malloy Road: From a zoning perspeclive this is the front of the

house?

Mr Brian Amthor: Yes, that is conect.

Ms. Nancy Precour, 59 Malloy Road: I would like to address a matter of the code enforcement,

ethics and the equitable application of the law regarding the property in front of the board. I

would like to address the cl6ar variance request or pending violation concerning the installation

of a pool and fire pit in the front of his property. Chapter 249 of the Vvallkill Town Code explicitly

restricls accessory structur€s from approaching unrequired setbacks. Granting this variance

undermines our town's zoning integrity and sets a precedence. lt was represented to the home

buyers as a twenty-five-year protecled preserve. lnstead, it has been quietly transfened,
develop€d, subdivided into agricultural classification to minimize tax liability. Th6 property has

now been sublet for commercial hay production directly up to my property line. This is allorved

due to the ot ner sits on the Town Board, operating a local trucking business, it ceases to be a
simple neighborly dispu(e.
Mr Bnan Amthor: This property was bought by Mako Homes and subdivided into buildabl€ lots
lhat were approved by the Planning Board of this town. This house was built with a legal CO
from the Building lnsp€clor. I receive the agricultural dassification due to 21 acres of my land
are in the conservation and can only be hayed or mowed. I have hired someone who can
benelit ftom the hay to plant and cut it every year

Ms. Kelly Cror€n, 64 Bemhart Road: I have a horse farm that I have been building up and
ryorking for thirteen years. I was initaally upset that you subdivide the farmland. My farm
borders your property line. I struggle with Mr. Amthor receiving a tax Exemption and does not
work th€ farm. I heve uorked and struggled with my farm for thirteen years and he has the
money to hire someone and not work on the land, yet he still is able to get the agricultural
discount.
Mr. Dennis Arluck: \l\y'e are getting ofi subjecl h6r6.
Ms. Kelly Coren: You cannot do anything about what I am her€ to speak about so you will let
me talk until the end. I am upset now because he built a lirepit right up against the bad( of my
prop€rty. This is a fire hazard. lt is upsetting to my animals to have th6 smoke from the north
wind blowang towards them. There is a potential that my farm could catch fire with the land
being so dry I was initially upset because what rye thought was untouchable land was being
suMivided to begin with. What is the vision of this town. I have invested everything I oirn into
my business and do not like the fad that the town is tuming into a suburb with all thes€ (spith€t
stricken) allowances you are allowing.
Mr. Dennis Arluck: Mr. Amthor is on the Town Board, and it was the Planning Board that gav6
the approval to Mako Homes to subdivide the property and build the homes.
Ms- Kelly Croren: \Ale are talking about the Planning Board, Town Board and the ZBA. All three
of those are autonomous to each oth6r and I am here tonight to voic€ my @ncEm. That is, you
do not put a fire pit b€hind old hundre+year-old tre€s and a horse farm.



Town of Shawangunk
Zoning Board of Appealt

tay 206, 2026

Ms. Adrienne Getfan+Perine, 87 River Glen Road: lt is a statewide law regarding the variance

of having a pool in the ftont yard. lf you breek the law for one person what happens when the

other peBon would like th6 sam€ variance?
Mr. DEnnis Arluck: Vve have dealt with this hivice in four yearc. Both times n€ dealt with a

similar situation wh6ro th€ pools were so far away ftom the to n road or the state highway. lt

did not change any,thirE in the neighborhood. \,V?ren a variance b given or denied, it is based

upon whethet it is going to have a profound change to the neighborhood. \Mrether it is a self-

cr6atod hardship or in thig case the contrac'tor created the hardship. No one has given mo a

great argument, other than a law that says you cannot have a pool in th€ front yard. The ZBA

has th€ power to chang€ that.
Summary of concams:
. People taking it upon themsslves to use it.
. Why you cannot put it in th€ back yard.
. \Mrat is considered the hardship?
. Concems on lhe lir€ pit and building it on farmland.
e Pool safeg.
. Conservationeas€ment.
. Setting a precsd€nce in the town.
. Portrayed as a 3Gyear-old preserv€.
o Code of 6thi6.
. Mr Amthor is privileged due to his business standing and that he cunently sits on the Town

Board.

As for the qu*tions regarding what my landscaping plans, the landscaping will include, but not

limited to, a fence, shrubb€ry end e few bouldeB. A row of 6'to 7' Norway Spruces will be

plantod along side of my driveway. The pool will have the requirad fencing around it including a

locked gate. I would prsfur to have the pool in, what is considgred, the out-front yard. lt is so

far away from the road and hts a gr€at view of the ridge. I cannot put it in lhe back yard as

there is a generator \rrith underground wires eliminating the availability of placing a inground
pool.

Mr. Brian Amthor wanted to clarify the accusations ftom the audi€nc€. I do not feel I am b€ing

treated difiersntly in this town because of my trucking business or the fact I sit on the to,vn

board. This home is part of the larger parcel that Mako Homes purcfiased for development. The
parcel I purchased is about 24 + aqes. Out of the acreage 21+ acres of it is in the cons€rvation

eas€ment. Tho house was built legally with a CO ftom the Building lnspec{or. I am sorry for
any misunderstanding that the other homes were told that a subdivision would not go in and

would remain a farm. Unfortunately, you were given misinformation. I do have the legal right to
allow someone to com6 on my property to hay and bale the cottservation pottion. I am hero

tonight seeking a varianca for the pool as averyone els€ in th€ town would have the right to do.



Town of Shawangunk
Zoning Boerd of Appoa!3

Hay 20h, 2028

Mr. Dennis Arluck: Everyone here tonighl, as we tried to stay on topic, has made a good

argument. Afew things stated here tonight such as his fire pit, the buildable lots, and issues

with the agricuttural discount, lhose are to b€ addressed with the Town Board not the ZBA. An

applicant must meet a certain criterion when requ€sting a variance. Wtile making a decision,

the ZBA must check off all 5 boxes for area variances and consider if this is a self-created

hardship with the circumstances. All comments from the Public Hearing are taken into

consideration as we make our determination.

No further comments were addressed

A modon we! made by Ir. Suren Wrnd and reconded by Chelnnen Arluck to clor. thc
Publlc Hoaring end ir a lype ll Action undar SEQR. Vob: f r, tlannir Arluck - Ayq I!.
Su.rn Wi.nd - Ayc, r. Robc w.llner - Ay..

Chairman Arluck stated afier reviewing the five (5) factors, for area variances, it is clear this pool

has no adverse efiect, no change in the charac{er ofthe neighborhood, not visible tom
roadways and will not have an impact on neighbors. As required by the law, th€ benefit to the
applicant outwoighs any burden to the town.

A motion wes nr.do by Xe Dannlg Arluck .nd recondod by X!. Sur.n YvLnd to tpprovr
th. ftont yard pool verlance. Voto: r. D,ennlc Arluck -Aye, r. Susan Wend -Ayo, Ir.
Robcrt Wallner dye.

A motion wr! m.do by tr. Rob.rt Wallner and reconded by 3. Suian mand to adioum
thl! meodng, Voto: Cheirm.n Arluck -Aye, s. Susen Wiend -Ayo, Ir. Robcrt Wellncr -
Aye.

Meeting Adjoumed at 8:O4 PM

Rcspectfu lly submitted,

Janice Stryker
Zoning Board of Appeals S€cretary


